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b e f o r e  th e  b r u ta l w in t e r  w e a th e r  s e t  in .

R u s s ia n s  c o u ld  s till b e  d e c is iv e l
y  

d e f e a te d

U n io n  o n  J u n e  2 2 ,  1 9 4 1 .  H e  b e lie v e d  th a t th e

R e a s s u r e d ,  H itle r  in v a d e d  th e  S o v ie t

a n d  Y u g o s la v ia  in  A p
r il .

fla n k ,  H i t l e r  t h e r e fo r e  s e iz e d  b o th  G r e e c e

a ir  b a s e s  in  G r e e c e .  T o  s e c u r e  h is  B a lk a n

e x p o s e d  H itle r
'

s  southern fla n k  to  B r itis h

M u s s o lin i
'

s  in v a s io n  o f  G r e e c e  in  1 9 4 0  h a d

a n d  R o m a n ia .  H o w e v e r
,  t h e  f a ilu r e  o f

p o litic a l c o o p e r a t io n  o f  H u n
g

a r
y ,  B u l g a r ia ,

th e  B a lk a n s .  H itle r  h a d  a lr e a d y  g a in e d  th e

a tta c k  w a s  d e la y e d  b e c a u s e  o f  
p ro b le m s  in

s c h e d u le d  fo r  th e  s
p r in g  o f 1 9 4 1 ,  b u t th e

H itle r
'

s  i n v a s i o n  o f th e  S o v ie t U n io n  w a s

d e fe a te d  
q u ic k l

y .

U n io n  h a d  a  
p

i tif u l a r m
y  a n d  c o u ld  b e

le r  h a d  c o n v in c e d  h im s e lf  th a t th e  S o v ie t

h o
p

e  w o u ld  b e  e lim in a te d .  M o r e o v e r , H i t
-

S o v ie t U n i o n  w a s  s m a s h e d
,  B r i t a ir  

v  

5  la s t

b e c a u s e  it e x
p e c te d  S o v ie t s u p p

o r t .  If th e

B r ita in  w a s  r e m a in in g  in  th e  w a r  o n l
y

fr o n t w a r , H i t l e r  b e c a m e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t

A lth o u g h  h e  h a d  n o  d e s ir e  f o r  a  t w o -

A tta c k  o n  th e  S o v ie t U n io n

p o n e d  th e  in v a s io n  o f  B r ita in  in d p fin ilr l
y

.

e r s .  A t th e  e n d  o f  S e p
te m b e r ,  H i t l e r  p o s t -

in flic tin g  m
a jo r  lo s s e s  o n  L u f tw a ffe  b o

q u ic k l
y

.  S o o n ,  t h e  B r itis h  a ir  fo r c e  w a s
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a g r e e d  to  s t r e s s  m ilita r y  o
p

e r a tio n s  a n d

U n ite d  S t a te s ,  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n
-

th e  d e e  m a jo r  A l l i e r e a t  B ń ta in ,  t h e

A llia n c e .  T o  o v e r c o m e  m u in ıa l s u s
p

ic io n s ,

w a r  c r e a t e d  a  n e w  c o a lit io n ,  t h e  G r a n d

t h e  e n tr
y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  in to  th e

w a r ıi.

s u rre n d e r o f G e rm a n y  a n d  Ja p a n  a t  th e  e n d  o f W o rıd

ho w  th e  A llie d  fo rc e s fo u g h t fo r th e  u n c o n d itio n a l

o b sta c le s in  o rd e r to  a c h ie v e  a  g o a ı? R e a d  to  fin d  o u t

H IS TO R Y  &  YO U  H a v e  y o u  e v e r h a d  to  o v e rc o m e

o f th e  G e rm a n s a n d  th e  Ja p a n e s e .

Ĺ M A IN  ID E A  ı Th e  A ııie d  fo rc e s sto p p e d  th e  a d v a n c e

T h e  A ııie s  A d v a n c e

19 4 2 , w h ic h  t e r r it o ń e s  d id  J a p a n  c o n t r o l?

U R e a d in g  C h e c k  J D e s c rib in g  B y th e  s p rin g  o f

p e a n  c o n flic t h a d  in ım e d  in to  a  
g

lo b a l w a r .

fo u r  d a
y s  a f te r  P e a r l H a r b o r .  A n o th e r  E

H itle r  d e c la r e d  w a r  o n  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s

in e f fe c t iv e  in  th e  E tır o
p

e a n  th e a te r  o f w a r

th e  P a c i f i c  w o u ld  m a k e  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s

B e lie v in
g  

t h e  A m e r ic a n  in v o lv e m e n t  in

a  c o m b in e d  e f fo r t to  d e fe a t J a
p

a n .

E u r o
p

e a n  n a tio n s  a n d  N a tio n a lis t C h in a  in

to o k  u p  a r m s .  T h e  U n ite d  S ta te s  jo in e d  w ith

p a tin
g  

in  th e  w a r  th e  A m e r ic a n  
p e o

p
le  n o w

th e  w a r .  O n c e  b itte r l
y  

d iv id e d  o v e r  
p

a r tic i-

c a n  o p
in io n  a b o u t b e c o m in g  

in v o lv e d  in

th e  a tta c k  o n  P e a r l H a r b o r  u n ifie d  A m e r i -

t h e  J a
p

a n e s e  m is c a lc u la te d ,  h o w e v e r .
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C H A P T E R  2 6 W o r ld  W a r  II

the  G e rm a n s ?

G e rm a n  a ss a u lt o n  S ta lin g ra d  a  c ru s h in g  d e fe a t fo r

a R e a d in g  C h e c k  J  S u m m a ri】in g  W h y  w a s  th e

a r
y  

1 9 4 3  a f te r  m o n th s  o f  b r u ta l {ig h ū n g .

Is la n d s .  T h e  J a p
a n e s e  p v a c n ñ te d  in  F e b r u -

is la n d - G u a d a lc a n a l in  th e  S o lo m o n

m a d e  th e  f ir s t a s s a u lt o n  a  J a p a n e s e - h e ld

r e a c h  J a
p

a n .  In  A u
g u s t 1 9 4 2 ,  A m e r i c a n s

Ja p a n e s e - h e ld  is la n d s  a n d  b
y p a s s  o th e r s  to

"

i s la n d  h o p p in
g ,

"

w a s  t o  c a p tu r e  s o m e

Ja p
a n e s e - h e ld  is la n d s .  M e  p o lic y  c a lle d

U .  S .  A r m y ,  M a r i n e ,  a n d  N a v y  a tta c k s  o n

a c r o s s  th e  P a c ific  w ith  a  c o m b in a tio n  o f

P a c ific  Is l a n d s .  T h e  o th e r  w o u ld  m o v e

p in e s  th r o u
g

h  N e w  G u in e a  a n d  th e  S o u th

M a c A r th u r ,  w o u l d  m o v e  i n t o  t h e  P h i l ip
-

c o m m a n d e d  b
y  

U .  S .  g e n e r a l D o u g l a s

w e r e  g
a th e r in g  

f o r  tw o  o p e r a tio n s .  O n e ,

B y  th e  fa ll o f  1 9 4 2 ,  A l l i e d  fo r c e s  in  A s ia

lis h e d  n a v a l s u p e r io r it
y  

in  th e  P a c ific .

S ta te s  d e fe a te d  th e  J a p a n e s e  n a v
y  

a n d  e s ta b -

in g  J a p a n e s e  a ir c r a ft c a r r ie r s .  T h e  U n ite d

Is l a n d .  U .  S .  p la n e s  d e s tr o
y

e d  f o u r  a t t a c k -

c a m e  o n  J m e  4 , a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f M id w a y

O n e  t u r n in
g  p

o in t o f  th e  w a r  in  A s ia

a n d  s a v e d  A u s tr a lia  fr o m  b e in
g  

in v a d e d .

n a v a l f o r c e s  s to p p e d  th e  J a p a n e s e  a d v a n c e

C o r a l S e a  o n  M a y  7  a n d  8 ,  1 9 4 2 ,  A m e ń c a n

c h a n g e d  d r a m a tic a ll
y ,  In  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e

In  1 9 4 2  th e  tid e  o f  b a ttle  in  th e  E a s t a ls o

Th e  A s ıa n  T h e a te r

th e  S o v ie t U n io n .

k n e w  th a t th e  G e r m a n s  w o u ld  n o t  d e fe a t

19 4 2 .  B y  th e  s p r in g  o f  1 9 4 3 ,  e v e n  H i t l e r

s ia  w e r e  b a c k  to  th e ir  p o s it io n s  o f  J m e

B y  F e b r u a ry  
1 9 4 3 ,  G e r m a n  fo r c e s  in  R u s -

b e s t o f  th e  G e r m a n  tr o o
p

s ,  w a s  l o s t .

e n tir e  G e r m a n  S ix th  A r m
y  

c o n s id e r e d  th e

w e r e  fo r c e d  to  s u r r e n d e r  a t S ta lin
g r a d .  Th e

in  fr ig id  w in te r  c o n d itio n s .  T h e  G e rm a n s

e n c ir c le d ,  a n d  s u p p l
y  

lin e s  w e r e  c u t o fĮ ,  a ll

a tta c k .  G e r m a n  tr o o
p

s  w e r e  s to
p p

e d ,  t h m

a ry  2 , 1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  l a u n c h e d  a  c o u n te r -

w a r , b e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 4 2  a n d  F e b r u
-

In  p e r h a p s  th e  m o s t te r r ib le  b a ttle  o f  th e

th e  V o lg a  R iv e r ,  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  fir s t .

S ta lin g r a d ,  a  m a jo r  in d u s tr ia l c e n te r  o n

fie ld s .  H itle r,  h o w e v e r ,  d e c id e d  th a t

to  c o n c e n tr a te  o n  th e  C a u c a s u s  a n d  iłs  o il

th e  C r im e a ,  H i t l e r
'

s  g e n e ra ls  w a n te d  M m

O n  th e  E a s t e r n  F ro n t,  a fte r  th e  c a p tu re  o f

tr o o p
s  th e r e  to  s u r r e n d e r  in  M a

y  
1 9 4 3 .

A fr ic a .  T h e y  fo r c e d  th e  G p r m a n  a n d  I ta li a n

A m e r ic a n  f o r c e s  in v a d e d  F r e n c h  N o r th

th e  d e s e r t .  In  N o v e m b e r  1 9 4 2 , B r itis h  a n d

T h e  G e r m a n s  th e n  r e tr e a te d  b a c k  a c r o s s

(m n  A   · Iu h   · M A Y N ) in  th e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 4 2 .

s to p p e d  R o m m e l
'

s  t r o o p s  a t E l A la m e in

In  N o r th  A f r ic a ,  B r it is h  f o r c e s  h a d

T h e  n d e  T u rn s

turned a g a in s t th e  G e r m a n s .

o u tb u r s t .  B y  th e  fa ll o f  1 9 4 2 ,  t h e  w a r  h a d

T h is  w o u Į d  b e  H itle r
'

s  la s t  o p tim is tic

a n d  C la ra  W in sto n , 1 9 7 6

-
n o la u ,  A lb e r t  5

p
e e c  t r a n s .  Ric h a rd  W in sto n

do .  Th e n  th e  B ritis h  E m p ire  w ill c o lla p s e .

'

In d ia .  Tw e n ty  to  th irty  e lite  G e rm a n  d iv is io n s w ill

o u t o f o il.  In  tw o  y e a rs w e
'

ll be  o n  th e  b o rd e rs o f

A fgh a n ista n  a n d  In d ia .  The n  th e  E n g lis h  w ilĺ ru n

w ill b e  d ire cte d  a lo n g  th e  C a s p ia n  S e a  to w a rd

Ira n  a n d  Ira q  a g a in st th e  E n g lis h .  A n o th e r th ru s t

so u th  o f th e  C a u c a s u s a n d  th e n  h e lp  th e  re b e ls in

"

A s  t he  n e x t s te p ,  w e  a r e  g o in g  to  a d v a n c e

P R IM A R Y  S O U R C E

H itle r  b o a s te d

C r im e a  in  th e  s p r in g  o
f  1 9 4 2 .  In  A u g u s t,

S o v ie t  U n io n  le d  to  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  th e  e n tir e

A  r e n e w e d  G e r m a n  o ff e n s iv e  in  th e

a n d  a d v a n c e d  to w a r d  A le x a n d r ia .

b r o k e  th r o u g h  th e  B r itis h  d e f e n s e s  in  E 8 y p t

fo r c e s  le d  b y  G e n e r a l E r w in  R o m m e l,

In  N o r th  A fr ic a ,  t h e  A f r ik a  K o r
p s ,  G e r m a n

m a n s  m i
g h t s t ill 

p r e v a il o n  th e  b a ttle fie ld .

U n t il la te  1 9 4 2 ,  i t  a p p e a ıe d  th a t  th e  G e r -

th e  a r m ie s  o f  B r ita in  a n d  th e  S o v ie t U n io n .

tin u e d  fi
g h tin g  th e  w a r  in  E u r o p e  a g a in s t

P a c ific ,  H i t l e r  a n d  h i s  E u r  叩  e a n  a llie s  c o n -

a d v a n c e d  in to  S o u th e a s t A s ia  a n d  th e

b e g in n in g  o f 1 9 4 2 .  A s  J a p
a n e s e  f o r c e s

D e fe a t w a s  fa r  fr o m  H itle r
'

s  m in d  a t th e

T h e  E u ro p e a n  T h e a te r

im p o s s ib le  fo r  H itle r  to  d iv id e  h is  f o e s .

th e  G r a n d  A llia n c e  b y  m a k in g  it n e a r ly

w ith o u t a n
y  fa v o r a b le  c o n d itio n ,  c e m e n t e d

r e q u ir e d  th e  A x is  n a tio n s  t o  s u r r e n d e r

u n c o n d itio n a l s u r r e n d e r  p r in c i
p

le ,  w h i c h

Japanurrendered u n c o n d itio rıa lly .  T h e

th e  A x is  PowersAerman Ita l»  a n d

n in g  o f 1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  A llie s  a g r e e d  to  tig h t u n til

ig n o r e  
p o litic a l d ilfe r e n c e s .  A t th e  b e s in -
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1 q d . . r l p n t p r p A  R p r l i r ı T ı A . r i l ħ . ' ' " A H I H

S o v ie t h o o p s  o c c u
p

ie d  W a r s a w  in  Ja n u a r
y

19 4 4 .  Advancing a lo n
g  

a  n o r t h e r n  fr o n t ,

th e y  m o v e d  in to  th e  B a lt ic  s t a b e s  b
y  

e a r ly

R e o c c u
p y in g  th e  U k r a in e b

y  
th e  e n d  o f  1 9 4 3 ,

n o w  b e g a n  a  s te a tl
y  

a d v a n c e  w e s t w a r d .

ta n k  b a t tle  o f  W o r ld  W a r  I I .  S o v ie t fo r c e s

th e  B a ttle  o f  K u r s k  u ly  5  to  1 2 ),  t h e  
g

re a te s t

h a d  s o u n d ly  d e fe a te d  th e  G e r m a n  f o r c e s  a t

th e  B a ttle  o f  S ta 】in
g

r a d  ĵ n  1 9 4 3 .  M e  S o v ie ts

T h e  S o v ie ts  h a d  c o m e  a  lo n
g  

w a y  s in c e

th e
y  

lin k e d  u
p  

w ith  th e  S o v ie ts .

m a n
y  

m o v e d  to w a r d  th e  E lb e  Iü v e r , w h e r e

A p r il 1 9 4 5 ,  A llie d  a r m ie s  in  n o r t h e r n  G e r -

a d v a n c e d  in t o  G e r m a n
y

.  A t th e  e n d  o f

A llie d  fo r c e s  c r o s s e d  th e  R h in e  R iv e r  a n d

th e  A llie d  lin e s  h e ld .  In  M a r c h  1 9 4 5 ,  t h e

b o th  s id e s  h a d  s u f fe r e d  h e a v
y  

lo s s e s ,  b u t

c a u s e d  in  A llie d  lin e s .  B y  Ja n u a r
y  

1 9 4 5 ,

n a m e d  f o r  th e
"

b u lg e
-

t h e  G e r m a n  a tta c k

A n t w e F
p

.  T h e  B a t t le  o f  t h e  B u lg e  w a s

a  c o u n t e r -

o ffe n s iv e  t o  r e
g

a in  th e  s e a p o r t  o f

a ir c r a f t g
F o u n d e d ,  t h e  G e r m a n s  la tu ìc h e d

o f A u
g

u s t 1 9 4 4 .  Jn  D e c e m b e r ,  w i t h  A llie d

A llie d  tr o o
p s  lib e r a t e d  P a r is  b y  

th e  e n d

b r o k e  th r o u
g h  G e r m a n  d e f e n s iv e  lin e s .

fo r c e s  t h e n  b e
g

a n  
p

u s h in
g  

in l a n d  a n d

m illio n  m e n  a n d  5 0 0 ,  0 0 0 v e h ic le s .  A llie d

th r e e  m o n th s ,  t h e  A llie s  h a d  la n d e d  tw o

fo r c e s  t im e  t o  s e t  u p  
a  b e a c h h e a d .  W ith in

r e s p
o n d e d  s lo w l

y
.  T h is  g

a v e  th e  A llie d

w o u ld  o c c u r  e ls e w h e r e ,  t h e  G e r m a n s

w a s  a  d iv e r s io n  a n d  th e  r e a l in v a s io n

b le  m a c h in e  g
u n  f ir e .  B e lie v in g  

th e  b a ttle

m in e s ,  t r e a c h e r o u s  b a r b e d  w ir e ,  a n d  h o r r i -

fo u g
h t e ir  w a

y  p
a s t  h id d e n  u n d e r w a te r

to tT ť s  g
r e a te s t n a v a l in v a s io n .  Tin e  A llie s

la n d e d  o n  th e  N o r m a n d y  b e a c h e s  in  h is -

u n d e r  U .  S .  g e n e r a l D w ig h t D .  E is e n h o w e r

o n  J u n e  6 ,  1 9 4 4  (D - D a y ) ,  A llie d  fo r c e s

B r ita in ,  a c r o s s  t h e  E n g lis h  C h a n n e l .  F in a lly

p la n n e d  a n  in v a s io n  o f F r a n c e  fr o m  G r e a t

S in c e  th e  a u tu m n  o f  1 9 4 3 ,  t h e  A l l i e s  h a d

k o n t
"

i n  w p f t p m  T . u r o p e .

fo r c e s  p p e n e d  th e ir  lo n g
-

a w a ite d
"

s e c o n d

th e  I ta lia n  w a r  w a s  s e c o n d a r y  a s  th e  A 1lip d

th e y  to o k  R o m e  o n  J u n e  4 ,  1 9 4 4 .  B y  th e n ,

u p  th e  p e n in s u la  w ith  h e a v
y  

c a s u a ltie s ,  b u t

M ils  s o u th  o f  R o m e .  T h e  A llie s  a d v a n c e d

T h e  G e r m a n s  s e t u
p  

d e fe n s e  lin e s  in  th e

m o v e d  in  a n d  o c c u
p

ie d  m u c h  o f  I ta l
y

.

s ta te  in  n o r t h e r n  I t a l
y  

a s  G e r m a n  tr o o p s

E m p e ro r H iro h ito  ru le d  J a p a n  lo n g e r th a n

1901- 1989 E m p e ro r o f J a p a n

H iro h ito

P E O P L E  ¢b  I S

th e n  m a d e  th e  h e a d  o f  a  G e r m a n  
p

u
p p

e t

r a id ,  t h e  G e r m a n s  lib e r a te d  h im .  H e  w a s
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